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Shanghai being the | 
centre of enlightenment and pro- 
gress and many of its gentry 
.and merchants being enthusiastlc 
workers for the country"s welfare， 
we 位 ]ly endorse the Censor's pro- 
:posal to estabjish an anti-opium 
-central 0 值 oce in that reaty 了 ort 
with branch 0 租 ces in the various 
provinces。 But in order to cir- 
-eumascribe the scope of -power of 
tbat:O 生 ce within matters coneern- 
ing the anti-opium morement，it 
should -be understood: that it is to 
have no. right to iaterfere with | 
other affairs of the Government. 
了 Before eonelnding ou ipemarial, | 
we have only one more proposal:to|、 
make， It is .an indispatable 合 ot | 
that tree or four fenths of _bgse | : 
who are Yictims of thie- harmfal 
drug are poor and wretched. :The 
eause is entirely due to the uae:|， 
fortunately large nuriber,Gf opinm 十 
dens whieh are to be found ,ji 症 | 
eyery village a8 well as eyery ]arge- 
city: We therefore request hat 二 
Your Majesties w 记 grant us the | 
permission to order the varigbus | 
viceroys and: govyernore to take:| 
step to have all opium dens within : 
their resbective jurisdictions olosed 
in six months, in accordance With 
the opium regulations of the | 
Council of State Affairs. 

As:to the drafking of detailed 
regujlatlons in connection with the 
levying of taxes on opium dens， 
action will be taken in that direc- 
tion- 88 500n 88 the o 作 ce above 


proposed is opened, 一 Nze Foowy 


has been decided .that all opium 

smokers，blow fthe age of sixty， 

whetber o 值 cials，gentry, merchants 
| or tbhe common people， 

abandon the-habit within the next 

tbree yeare， ”Viceroys，Giovernors 
| and Tartar-Glenerals are exhorted 
to try and make al]]smokers stop 
the hibit, 这 possible，within one or 
two years，commencing from the 
lst day of tbhe Jst month of tbe 
piesent Chinese year。 Al]ll opium 
dens and other public resorts of 
similar character must close their 
doors within nine months after the 
before-mentioaed date。 :Al shops 
selling opium must put' it :in tin 
boxes，jlarge or smal，and a 任 x 
Government stamps on the cover， 
without whbioeh the drug shall be 
regarded .as contraband and be 
confiscated. ， 仅 1l such shope are 
required to Tegiater their narmes 
and 名] particujare in the local 
magilstrates yaman， and _ their 
number is to be limited， No new 
shop may he opened。 人 All opium 
smokers-must furnish' their names， 
the quantity of opium they smoke 
daily，and other necessary parti- 
culars to the local authorities. 
Licenses will be issued to such 
reglstered smokers tO enable them 
to buy their daily supply of “black 
rice ” from registered opiutn shops. 

In connection with the import- 
ant opium question，the Minchen- 
pu or Ministry of 了 ome Affairs， 
has recent]y submitted a memorial 
to the Throne，the substance of 
which is given in the following 


With reference to the proposals， 
submitted to the Throne hy super- 
vising Censor Chao -Chi-ling of 
互 onan province which : ebaye 
been instructed .by Imperial Res- 
cript to consider and 76Bort: on we 
jbeg to state that in all;xessentials 
these proposals are bn the same 
lines with the new opium regu-， 
jations drafted by the _ Council of 
State Affairs and endorsed by our 
Ministry recently， As these re-| 
gulations should be astrictly en- | 
forced step by step throughout the 
whole 了 Empire,we beg Yotr Ma- 
jesties to issue circular instittptions 
to :the: Yarious Proyincial Authorr， 
ities to make it the duty of the 
police o 租 cers and the .local o 角 cials 
to .submit reporte periodically of 
the_number of opium qivans, the 
annual amonnt of opium sold:by 
the fivans, tbe number of opium- 
smokere and theirtages，and-the. 
amount of .opium annually im- 
ported into the capitals of pro- 
vinces， prefecfures，departmental 
prefectures and districts，besides 
sraller towns and villages。， These 
人 cts are to be embodied in a 
detailed report in .each case and 
submitted to our Ministry,， and we 
will report the comparative fgures 
to the Throne at the end of each. 





urday, Mar, 30th 1907. 
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-he Opium Question 








: 半 is most gratifying to learn by 
the jatest news ffom the North 
that the Government at Peking 
has Ho intention to let the ohium， 
question; drop 6r -to- allow the ex- 
cellenf. pti-opium regulations as 
draftedi [by 五. 卫 ，Tang Shao-yi 
remain ihoperatiye。 All the Vice- 
roys, Governors and TartarGene- 
Ta]s :0f ”the “various provinces 
througbout the 了 mpire have been 
telegtaphically ，informed .by the 
Waiwupu that arrangements have 
been madae with Sir John Jordan， 
the British Minister at 了 Peking， 
for the suppression of the .opium 
trade, 88 .800n 88 possible without 
waiting for the termination of the 
ten-ye8ar_ period according to thbe 
original regulations drawn up by 
下. 卫 .Tang Shao-yi，because it is 
feared that unforeseen changes 
might occur in the meantime which 
might upset the scheme， In order 
to carryY: out the arrangements 
made with tbe British 








The task，however，hbeing too 
di 全 cult and gigantic to be per- 
formed unaided，we propose tbat a 
central o 值 ce for thbe anti-opium 
movement be established and ma 
competent o 十 cial be appointed as 
Director by our Ministry until the 
termination of the prescribed period 
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